
Birmingham Botanical Gardens

Centennial Tree Program
June 20 2017



Centennial Tree Program
In a Nutshell

9 Year Old Program
2-Year Old Seedlings

Natural and Cultural Landscapes
Where Natural Regeneration is Lacking

Ownership by Community Partners



Centennial Tree Program
In a Nutshell

Native Trees
Remnants of the Original Forest

Often not Commercially Available
Local Provenance is Key

Species
Size / Age

(Age Predates Birmingham, 130 Years)
Landscape Position





Birmingham’s Ancient 
Deciduous Forest

Most Recently Ten-thousand Years Old
One of the most Biodiverse Ecosystems 

in the Nation
Intersection of Appalachians, Coastal 

Plain and Cumberland Plateau
Biodiversity Extends into the Urban 

Environment













Birmingham’s Remnant Forests 
and Urban Trees

Self-sustaining forests follow mountains 
running SW to NE

Fragmented forests and isolated native 
trees provide a context to the built 

environment



























Centennial Tree Project
Garden Club of America

2009-2013

















Centennial Tree Program
Birmingham Botanical Gardens

2014 – 2017 Forward



Community Tree Loss
99 Neighborhoods in the 
Birmingham Metro Area







Not a Tree Planting Program
Only 1000 Seedlings a Year

Local Provenance is the Central Idea



Educational Program about 
Planting

Locally-Sourced Native Trees
Community Volunteer Engagement

Partnership Development





Success is Measured
By the Level of Community Involvement
Adopting The Gardens’ Methodologies:

City of Mountain Brook
University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Local Branding:
“Freedom Trees”

“Green Skies over Homewood”



















Raison d’ Etre is Educational
Aesthetic 
Cultural

Ecological
Economic

















Seed Collection and Storage
Fall and Spring Germinating Species





























Seed Germination and Planting
Playing a Horticultural Trick on Nature









































Planting Projects
Multi-Year Community Partnerships



George Ward Park
Local Chapters of Garden Club of 

America 
Friends of Glen Iris Neighborhood

Friends of George Ward Park

































1000th Tree Planted

















George Ward Park
Over 5 years, 1000 seedlings planted.
The first native trees grown from the 

original forest trees in the park          
since 1927  















Other Historic Parks
Avondale Park
Vulcan Park

Red Mountain Park
Patriot Park























Village Creek
Village Creek Human and 

Environmental Justice Society
South Pratt Neighborhood



















Shades Creek
Homewood Environmental Commission

Friends of Shades Creek





































Cahaba River Upper Watershed
Cahaba River Society

Trussville Springs New Urbanism 
Community













Cahaba River Lower Watershed
Cahaba River Society

Friends of the Cahaba River National 
Wildlife Refuge







































Abandoned Strip Mines
Cahaba National Wildlife Refuge





















Prairie Restoration
Birmingham Audubon Society

City of Alabaster











Storm Damaged Areas
Huntsville, Alabama is Tornado Alley!

Pratt City
North Smithfield Community



























A New Generation
High School and College Interns










