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Mission
Filoli is dedicated to the preservation, interpretation, and 

stewardship of the cultural traditions and 
natural history of this country estate for 

public education and enjoyment.



Two Families



TWO FAMILY OWNERS - BOURNS

 Mr. and Mrs. William Bowers Bourn II, 
prominent San Franciscans

 Principal sources of wealth were the 
Empire Gold Mine in Grass Valley, 
California

 President of the Spring Valley Water 
Company

 Purchased 709  acres of property in 
1914 and broke ground in 1915 

 Bourns moved into the House in 1917

 Mr. and Mrs. Bourn both died in 1936

“My idea, is to devote the afterglow of my 
life, this is the next 40 to 50 years or so, in 
personal supervision of its development.  

There, I hope to grow young.” 
~ William Bourn, 1912 



TWO FAMILIES - ROTHS

 Mr. and Mrs. William P. Roth purchased 
the estate in 1937

 Principal source of wealth was the Matson 
Navigation Company

 Under the Roths the formal garden gained 
worldwide recognition

 Roth family were excellent stewards of the 
estate

 In 1975, she donated the House and 
formal Garden to the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation today 125 acres 

 Remaining 529 acres were gifted to Filoli 
Center



 Filoli is owned by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and operated by the 
Filoli Center

 The Trust is a privately funded nonprofit 
organization

 Mission is to protect and celebrate 
America’s diverse history and historic 
places

 Leads ongoing campaigns to Save 
America’s National Treasures and support 
preservation and re-use

 Filoli is one of their 27 sites 
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THE HOUSE

“I feel I see dear old Filoli going up inch by 
inch….I realize more and more, as I look for 
things to go in it what a huge place it is…”

~ Agnes Bourn, 1916 



THE COLLECTION

 Both families have generously donated 
original pieces of furniture and artwork

 Showcase the House as a home to two 
families; as Mrs. Roth said, a living museum

 Collection has grown over last 40 years

 Historical photographs from our archives 
shape the displays

 Collection is representative of the 17th and 
18th century English and Irish traditions

 More than 20 cultures, and roughly 600 
years of furniture and art history, are 
represented



PRESERVATION

 Filoli is dedicated to preservation

 Requires special attention and care to its 
functional systems, components, and 
historic finishes

 Managed both in-house and in 
partnership with outside conservators,  
preservation professionals, and artisans

 The House is itself the largest object in 
the Collection
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THE GARDEN



GARDEN FEATURES

 Filoli’s Garden is considered one of the 
most stunning in country, if not the world

 Irish yews and olives are the characteristic 
trees of the Garden

 Garden rooms and areas include: Sunken 
Garden, Walled Garden, Chartres Cathedral 
Stained Glass Garden, Sundial Garden, 
Dutch Garden, Panel Gardens, Rose 
Garden, Knot Gardens, Perennial Border, 
Cutting Garden, Yew Allee, Family Orchard, 
Woodland Garden, Bowling Green, and the 
Daffodil Fields

 Key features include: Garden House, 
Wedding Place, Tennis Court, Pool Pavilion, 
and High Place  
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THE LAND

 The Roths donated 529 acres to Filoli 
which formed the Filoli Nature Preserve

 Includes a variety of ecosystems: oak-
madrone forests, redwood, chaparral, 
riparian, cultivated grasslands, and pond 

 Redwoods, oaks, and chaparral provide 
habitat for the California newt, puma, 
California quail, and more

 Wildflowers are typically in bloom from 
February through early summer

 The San Andreas fault bisects the property
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CASE STUDY #1: HORTICULTURE AND THE HOUSE 

FLOWERS - A FAMILY TRADITION

 Agnes Bourn founded the Garden Club of 
America’s Hillsborough Garden Club

 Lurline Roth was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Medal by the Garden Club of America

 Both were involved in local Garden Clubs

 Twin daughters, Lurline and Berenice Roth 
continued the tradition as flower arrangers and 
active GCA members

 Today, fresh flowers from the cutting garden 
continue to fill the House

 Filoli’s historic Greenhouses are still used to 
house and propagate the families’ plant 
collections, including orchids
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CASE STUDY #1: HORTICULTURE AND THE HOUSE

 Houseplant tradition 
continues
• Collections representing:

• Bourn era

• Roth era

• National Trust era

 Always trying to be as 
precautious as possible
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 Flower arrangement tradition
• Flowers have always been an important part 

of the home

• 25 arrangements created each week

• Committee of 50 flower arranging volunteers

• Implemented new protective measures

• Regular and pointed reminders are key 

• Horticulture staff also are accountable for 
protective measures
• Learning what plants are damaging in house

• Picking certain foliage and flowering shrubs when 
there is less drop

• Regularly dumping green waste to prevent incidents 
of insects and elevated humidity 

• Staying educated in protective measures



CASE STUDY #1: HORTICULTURE AND THE HOUSE

An aside: 

An extremely popular new flower tradition is the 
identification of the arrangement components.
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CASE STUDY #1: HORTICULTURE AND THE HOUSE

 Staff and volunteers were much less 
cautions in house in the past
• Sod laid on ballroom stage

• Live plant vignettes on floor

 Rooms were transformed from their 
historic look 

 Significant damage occurred over 
the years
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ECLECTIC FRUIT TREE COLLECTION

 Fruit is the single largest collection of plants at 
Filoli

 Over 1,000 different fruiting trees, shrubs, vines 
or canes can be found throughout the estate. 
Significant collections are the apples and pears 

 Also includes citrus, plums, quince, peaches, nuts, 
as well as unusual fruits such as medlar, mulberry, 
and loquat

 Gentleman’s Orchard at Filoli is 6.8 acres in size 
and includes over 600 fruit tree varieties including 
apples and pears

 The collection also includes 114 original  
Bourn-era trees
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CASE STUDY #2: HORTICULTURE AND RETAIL

 Several product classes for the Clock Tower 
Shop

 Items created from garden maintenance 
“debris”

 Intentional products 
• Dried herbs, vinegars, spice mixes

• Jams and fruit butters
• Created both mixed and single variety products

• Apple, pear, peach, quince and persimmon
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Thank you!


