
How a Public Garden is 

Redefining Outreach in 

the Urban Forest 

Tower Hill Botanic Gardenõs 

Worcester Tree Initiative 

Outreach Program

Grace Elton, CEO & Ruth Seward, Executive Director, 

Worcester Tree Initiative, Tower Hill Botanic Garden



Tower Hill Botanic Garden Mission

Inspire the use and appreciation of 

horticulture to improve lives, enrich

communities, and strengthen commitment 

to the natural world.



Worcester County Horticultural Society

Horticultural Hall



Worcester County Horticultural Society

Flower Shows and Vegetable Competitions





Tower Hill Farm





Gardens and collections
Formal Gardens



Gardens and collections
Cultivated Wild



Gardens and collections
Agrarian Gardens



Community Engagement and Impact
Educational Programs and Events

ÅFocused workshops connect participants with a 

particular aspect of horticulture or teach a new 

skill

ÅDrop-in activities allow visitors to engage with our 

mission at their own pace

ÅInterpretive materials enhance the visitor 

experience, offering new information, insight, and 

context to our displays



Community Engagement and Impact
Horticulture Therapy Programs

Garden Within Reach

ÅUniversally designed garden

ÅOpened in late 2015

ÅLearning environment for 

people of all abilities

ÅAnnual plantings by 

volunteers from local 

organizations serving 

differently abled adults

ÅSeries of horticulture 

therapy programs



Garden for All

Worcester Refugee Gardening Program Botanic Tattoo Weekend



Garden for All

Tower Hill celebrates Worcester Pride Week



ÁVisitation: 151,000 annually (80% increase in 5 years)

ÁMember Households: 8,600

ÁYouth and Adults Educated: 10,000 annually


